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The regular quarterly meeting of the Massachusetts Soldier's Relief As-

sociation was held at the Avenue House, on Monday evening, December let,

1862.

Voted, That a public meeting be held at Willard's Hall, on Monday evening,

December 8th, ] 862. ,

Voted, That John A. Fowle, Henry B. Fernald, and Zenas W. Bliss be a Com-
mittee of Arrangements fo* the meeting.

At a meeting of the Board of Managers, held on the 10th December, 1862, it

v?as

Voted, That the Committee of Arrangements be instructed to prepare for pub-

lication a full report of the meeting held on the 8th instant.
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Pursuant to instructions, the Committee of Arrangements made preparations

for a- public meeting, and issued invitations to the members of Congress, the

Governor of the Commonwealth, and other distinguished persons.

Messrs. Sykes & Chadwick, of Willards' Hotel, generously donated the use of

their fine hall, and at half past seven o'clock on the evening of December 8th

gome three hundred persons were assembled.

The meeting was called to order by Hon. George W. McLellan, the President

Off the past quarter.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read, the following report wat
read by H. B. Fernald, Esq., on behalf of the Board of Managers.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS.

In submitting their first report, the managers deem it proper, for the informa-
tion of the members and others interested in the success of the Association, to

state briefly the history of its formation, objects, and organization.

On the invitation of Gardiner Tufts, Esq., the Military State Agent, a number
of citizens of Massachusetts, resident in Washington, met at the Avenue House,
on the evening of August 11th last, where, after a statement from the Agent of

the number, condition, and wants of the sick and wounded men of that State in

the military hospitals, and a discussion upon the necessity of an organized plan
for the relief of these brave men, they formed themselves into

®^£ Passacbusttts Solbiers' |lcli:cf ^ssotiatioit,

Its object being to insure the thorough visitation of all our hospitals, to obtain
the number and names of the sick and wounded men of the State in them, and to

ascertain and relieve their necessities.

Its officers were, a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and an
Executive Committee of Seven, who formed a Board of Managers.
The few days intervening between its organization and the eventful period

which immediately succeeded the disastrous conflict of the 28th and 29th August,
afl"orded the Association but little time for preparation to meet the very heavy and
unexpected responsibility so suddenly thrown upon it.

The streets were thronged with disabled men, the hospitals were overflowing,
multitudes of Massachusetts men, wounded and sick, hungry, destitute, and weary,
crowded the rooms of the Association, whose limited means were totally inade-
quate to supply their wants.

But, courageously, nobly, both officers and members rallied to the work, and
aided by the timely arrival of the generous donations of the citizens 6f Roxbury,
Charlestown, Worcester, Lynn, and many other places, they succeeded in reliev-

ing the wants of many of the most needy. They clothed the naked, fed the
hungry, lodged the houseless, and secured rest to the sick and weary.

Alter the first few days in the hotpitals, during which they were too much re-

joiced at finding rest for their wearied bodies to think much of other wants, our
men became aware of the necessity of very many things essential to their health
and comfort, as almost all of them had lost their clothing and were entirely desti-

tute.



With all the liberality of the cities, towns, and generous-hearted individuals,

who have made this Association the almoner of their bounties, it has not at any
time been able to meet all the actual wants of the disabled sons of Massachusetts

in the hospitals. Had the entire bounty which the generous old Bay State has

sent to this city, during the past few months, been at the disposal of the Asso-

ciation, it could have supplied almost every want of almost every Massachusetts

man in the hospitals. But diifused as this bounty has been through m,any chan-

nels, instead of one, much of it has failed to reach those for whom it was intended.

While this Association has received but a portion of this generous outpouring,

it has, from the fact of its very name becoming extensively known to our soldiers,

through our system of visiting, been held responsible for not supplying wants,

the articles to meet which had been sent to other agencies.

Through the public press and other sources, our men learned that vast quanti-

ties of supplies had been forwarded from Massachusetts for Iheir benefit, and
knowing only this Association, very naturally supposed it to be the recipient and
held it responsible for the distribution, whence much undeserved censure has
occasionally fallen upon the management, of the Association.

While the Association has labored with an energy and fidelity which have
coDDmended it to thousands of .soldiers in hospital and ,camp, and to their friends

at home, yet its members are aware that much has been left undone, or imper-

fectly performed, by reason of inexperience and limited resources.

The accompanying statements show the number of packages received, the sources

from which they came, and their distribution.

The books of the Association show that o,700 persons have received packages
of various kinds. There are upon the books the names of more than 3,000 Mas-
sachusetts men who have been in the hospitals. The number remaining Decem-
ber 5th was 1,672. Every one of these men has been visited by the agents of this

Association, his wants ascertained, and as far as in its power supplied.

While the managers would avoid saying anything antagonistic to other asso-

ciations or individuals engaged in the same benevolent work, it is but justice to

themselves ar.d the Association, to make a plain statement in reference to the very

large and liberal donations from BciStcn, which reached this city immediately after

the battles alluded to. At the time these goods arrived, this Association was most

actively engaged in administering to the necessities of our soldiers ; everything

at its command was being employed to that end. While it had reasons to expect

a portion of the goods would be entrusted to it for distribution, in the multiplicity

of labors and cares it hndlittle time to bestow upon procuring them. The com-

mittee in charge of those goods were informed by some of the officers of this

Associati jn of its organization and objects. That committee left this city with-

out comm'.micflting, officially or unofficially, with the Association, as to what dis-

position they had made of the goods remaining undistributed. It is sufficient for

the managers to say here that none of those goods have been received hy this

Association.

The large number of inquirers, who visited the rooms of the Association, and
the numerous letters and telegrams received, asking intelligence of those known
or supposed to have been in the engngements, necessitated the obtaining of the

earliest and most authentic information, that speedy answers might be given to

anxious friencs A plan was organized for visiting every hospital and for obtain-

ing information from every other accessible avenue. By this means it had upon
its books, in a few days, the names of nearly 2,000 of the killed and wounded
men of Massachusetts, and reliable intelligence of the safety of many more.

The advantages of this system have been appreciated by very many ; its useful-

ness to friends at home has been invaluable.

Feeling the importance of making this system of visitation more thorough, the

managers have employed several competent persons, at very low salaries, as regu-

lar visitors,* who, with the volunteer assistnnce of the officers and members,
visit, on stated days, every Massachusetts soldier in the hospitals in this vicin-

ity, to ascertain his location, condition, and wants, and when in the power of the

Association to supply them, to carry the needed articles and place them in the

hands of the soldier himself.

It has been the aim of the Association to have perfect lists of the names of all

the Massachusetts men in the hospitals, with the number of the regiment, the

.company, and town to which eacb belonged, and the nature of his disease. It

has thus frequently been able to furnish the earliest and most reliable intelligenc«
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to tVie friends of the soldier of his locality and condition, and to render great as-

sistance to those who came to Washington in search of their friends. In several

instances, it has communicated by mail and telegraph seasonable intelligence to

enable friends to come on and administer the last consolations to their loved ones

and care for their remains.

The'calls upon the Association for assistance have been multifarious, frequently

presenting questions involved in doubt whether it was within itsprovince to grant

the aid; but in most of such cases the mauagers have preferred to lean on

mercy's side. It has assisted in procuring the embalming andtransportation of

the remains of our brave soldiers, oftan saving to their friends the expense of a

journey to Washington.

The rooms of the Association have become the daily resort of soldiers and their

friends, as the " Head Quarters" of information upon all questions pertaining to

their interests.

By the Treasurer's report it appears that the amount of money re-

ceived from subscriptions and donations during the existence of

the Association is $1,817 31

Paid out during the same period for freight, labor, clerk hire,

office rent, and expenses, and donations to soldiers $947 35

For visitors , 261 00

Loaned to soldiers, returning bodies, &c $612 46

Of which there has been repaid 511 21

Leaving unpaid 101 25
1,309 60

$-306 71

Against which there are outstanding debts amounting to about 245 35

Leaving the balance in favor of the Association r $261 36

The managers desire to express their appreciation of the important assistance

which they have rec^ved from Mr. Tufts, the Military State Agent, who has faith-

fully devoted himself, without expense to the Association, to advance its interests.

The mutual relations existing between him and the Association, in a common
object, have enabled each, by an interchange of work, to accomplish very much
more than either, unassisted by the other, could have done.

To George F. McLellan, Esq., who has acted gratuitously as Corresponding

Secretary and Agent of the Association, they return their thanks for the faithful

manner in which he has performed the arduous and responsible duties devolved

upon him.

To H. J. King, EsTf., proprietor of the Avenue House, we return cur thanks for

the free use of his parlors for the meetings of the Association, and for his liberal

donation of three months' board to one of our visitors.

They would here ncknowledge the very many valuable servicer rendered the As-

sociation by its friends here and elsewhere, in promoting its objects and securing

its prosperity.

To the cities, towns, and individuals who have .so generously sent us their

liberal supplies of goods and money, the managers express their heartfelt thanks,

and say. Be not weary in well doing,—while through your generous dojiauons we
have been able to do mitch, and to place this Association in the foremost rank of

kindred Associations, let not your hands slacken, for the area of our operations is

limited only by our means. During the present severe weather, in many local-

ities our brave but disabled men are suffering much, and are asking for assistance

which we cannot give.

Let the benevolent public place at the disposal of this Association ample means
to establish it upon a firm basis, and it will prove itself deserving of the trust re-

posed, and the next report of its doings will be worthy of the Old Bay State.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

In behalf of the Managers,
GEO. W. McLELLAN, President.

The Treasurer, Gardiner Tufts, Esq., submitted a statement of his accounts

with the Association, and lists of articles received and given out, which are giv-

en at the end of this Eeport.



The followiug gentlemen were unanimously elected as officers of the Associa-

tion, for the present quarter, viz :

Hon. Amasa Walker, President.

Hon. John B. Alley, Vice President.

J. E. FoEBUSH, Es-q., Secretary.

Geo. F. McLellan, Esq., Corresponding Secretary.

Henry B. Fernald, Esq., Treasurer.

Hon. D. W. GoocH, "]

Hon. Geo. W. McLkllan,
Dr. C. F. McDonald,

|

John A. Fowle, Esq., \ Executive Committee.

Gardiner Tufts, Esq., I

Ben.j. W. Spenoe. Esq.,
j

' "

E. K. Whitaker, Esq., J

The President elect took the Jhair amid much applause.

The following patriotic letter, from his Excellency, the Governor of Massachu-

setts, regretting his inability to be present, was laid before the meeting by th«

Gommiltee of Arrangements

:

Executive Department, Boston, December 5, 1862.

John A. Fowle, Esq., and others. Committee of
Masmchxisetts Soldiers' Relief Association, Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen: It is not often that I have an invitation extended to me which it

would give me more real pleasure and satisfaction to meet and accept than yours,

which I have now the honor to nckoow'edge. No duty occupies more of my mind,

or lies more nearly nt my heart, than that of caring in every possible way, and
with all possible tenderness, for our Massachusetts sick and wounded soldiers.

Therefore, to you, the ladies and gentlemen of the Ma^-sachusetts Soldiers' Relief

Association, I ^m especially grateful for your kind and efficient labors in thia

direction.

It is"a matter of great grief and anxiety to me, that, though I feel it so deeply

to be my duty and my privilege to take all possible ca>e of each and every soldier

from Massachusetts—knowing each to be a hero, whatever hi'^ military rank—

I

have, owing to causes which jou, my coadjutors in the same work, cm doubtless

appreciate, so little power to act ilefinitely and efficiently. Believe me, your labors

meet here with the warmest appreciation. Massichusetts has sent over 70,000

men to the field, besides more than 10,000 who have enlisted in the navy
;
your

care and kind deeds for any one, therefore, cannot fail to be gratefully felt in

many he,arts and at many firesides.

Accept my wishes, that you may have a pleasant meeting, and believe that I

should not fail to he with you if imprrative dutj' did not hold me here.

I have the honor to be your ob't servant,

JOHN A. ANDREW,
Governor of 3Iassaehusetts.

The President called upon Hon. Henry Wiilson, who rose and said:—
Mr. President: I received an invitation to come here to-night, but I did not

understand that 1 was expected to make a sfieech, nor did T expect to meet here

mori» than a dozen persons interested in this association. I do not deem it neces-

sary before this assemblage, mostly, I believe, of persons from the Commoiiwi-alth

of Massachusetts, iri pres^ent an argument to show the necessity of doing all we
can to relieve the sufl'erings of the men of our State who are- in the servii-e of our
country. Tiie statement made here t-'-'Vh* otficialljs will go to our own State;

will go to the country ; will show tha,. t,», ^^ersons engaged in this organizatiin are

doing all that the means placed in their hands will permit them to do to relieve the

sufiVrings of the soldiers of Massachusetts.
Tt has happened, sir, that I hive had an opportunity of witnes«ing something

of tlie labors of the persons interested in ttiis afsociation and connected with the

State agency, and I say here what I believe to he true, that these persons have
labored with gieat fidelity and imlustry, and that th«' means placed at their dis-

posal have been honestly and faithfully used. I believe this, sir; and, believing



it, I am ready to contribute whatever is demanded of me to carry on this work.

—

I am ready to do what I can to appeal to the men of our State, whose hearts and
hands are in the work, to contribute to this association.

It is not, therefore, I say, necessary forme to occupy your attention in advo-

cating the necessity and importance of the work in wliich you are engaged.

I close simply by saying, without making any offer or naming any sum, that

I authorize you of this association, to require of me whatever you may think

necessary and I am able to give for the support of this organization. Whatever
draft is made upon me will be cheerfully responded to'.

Hon. Samuel Hooper was next called upon. He said :

—

Mr. President: I came here without any expectation of being called upon to

•ddness this meeting, but simply for the purpose of hearing others. I re-

gret to say that I know very little of the doings of this society in detail. But
while ignorant of its actions in detail, I am well aware of its general objects, and
have always felt a deep interest in them. I beg you will excuse me from making
a speech, for I would certainly rather give a hundred dollars than do so.

The President. I think, sir, the society will agree to compromise that ques-

tion. (Applause.)

Senator Sumner was among the audience, and in response to numerous calls,

rose and spoke as follows :

—

I m\ist say, Mr. President, it looks very natural to see you in the chair.

—

(Laughter and applause.) It makes it seem as if I were at home in Massachu-
setts. I kuow full well that you, sir, are always wherever the interests and char-

acter of Massachusetts are in (i[uestion. I have not come here to-night t'o make
a speech. I came here to listen to the reports which have been read, ai d be-

cause I would not fail in bearing such te.'<timony as I could, by my presence, to

the character of the association. I take it, sir, that your society may be con-

sidered another illustration of what may be accomplished by organization. All

that any single individual can do, however chariv.able be may be, is small, but let

that individual unite with others, let him bring his contributions, his labors, and
his activities into combination with the contributions, labors, and activities of

others, and you cannot fail to achieve important results. And such I takn to be
the case of this association. The object proposed is worthy of any ctmbinition.

It is an object which appeals at once to benevolence and to patriotism. (Ap-
plau'He.) To relieve the side has always bean a Christian charity, but to relieve

the soldier, sulfering from wounds or from disease, is at once a Christian charity

and a duty of patriotism. If there be auy one unable to wield the weapon of bat-

tle, one unable to leave his home, your society may make a fit appeal to such.

—

Maj-sachusetts may well boafrt of h«r charities. At home our honored State is

covered over with charitable institutions; but that spirit of charity, of which we
are so proud at home, ought not, in its iniiuence and in its opfratious, to be con-

fined lo Stiite lines; it ought to go surely wherever there is a Massachusetts sol-

dier, ^t should be just as effic icious as if we were at home upon our own soil.

It is sometimes said, 'Charity should begin at home;' I say, in this case, charity

should begin wherever the Massachusetts soldiers can be relieved.

In response to a call from the President, Hon. B. F. Thomas said, (in

substance :—

)

I supposed, Mr. Presideht, that the arrangements for this meeting had all been
made. Your call, therefore, takes me by entire surprise, and without the least

preparati >n. But there are things, Mr. President, too plain for argument, too

obvious for illustration and enforcement. Our moral instincts plead the cause of

this association ; it needs no other ajlvocate.

Charity, indeed, begins at home, but wherever is found a wounded body or a
wounded spirit. Christian charity finds its home, the second of the great Com-
mandments teaches u? not only to " love our neighbors as ourselves," but brings
within the circle of Christian neighborhood the human race.

The objects of your care, succor, and relief, are bound to us by the closest

ties; are of our own household; the eons and brothers of those we know and
love. They are eons, by birth or adoption, of the dear old Commonwealth, and
wherever two or three of her children meet together, her spirit is with them, to
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unite and bless them, and the spot is sheltered by the roof-tree, and glows with
the light of a Bay State home.
One of the infirmities of our people is said to be a proneness to much speak-

ing ; that we forget that speech is silver, and silence refined gold ; that discus-
sion, debate, resolutions, declamation, eloquence, if you will, must not only
herald our action, but are sometimes substituted for it.

Whether this be so or not, this cause is one in which " action alone is eloquent."
These brothers of ours have left mother, wife, sister, child; have taken their

lives in their hands, and nave come out to do, if need be, to die, for the noblest
and holiest of causes—the salvation of a nation's life.

We may not hold them back from so glorious a struggle ; we cannot shield them
from its terrible perils ; we may, to some extent, relieve their hardships ; we may
bind up and pour oil upon their wounds. If past human aid and sympathy, we
may send them back to sleep with their kindred—"with the old folks at home."
Som§ of u?, engrossed by other duties, may find it impracticable to give our

time and personal labor to the good work. We are compelled to say with the

apostle; ^'^ gold and silver -we have none;" but such as we have is at your ser-

vice and call. When our shallow cisterns are exhausted we can draw on the deep
wells at home.

By request. Miss Elida B. RtiMSEYsang the " Star Spangled Banner," much to

the gratification of the audience, who joined in the chorus.

Hon. T. D. Eliot being called upon, said :

—

Mr. President: I wish it might be in my power to contribute such pleasure

by my speech as we have derived from the music which has come from our friend

who has just entertained us. And yet, in commencing the few words that I have
to say, I must enter a protest against the priuoif)le of a part of the speech which
came from our friend, Judge Thomas. In point of fact, the speech belied its pre-

face ; for he began by saying that speech was not wanted, and could effect noth-

ing here ; wher.'as, before he concluded, he satisfied us all that the speech of a
right out-spoken hian is that thing which begins the work in these days. Massa-
chusetts is prone to speech, I thank God that ahe\is, and to resolution, to action,

and to work, also. All come from the old Bay State.

This is one of the charities that the rebellion has occasioned. To its neces-

sity and humanity all of us bear testimony.

I cpugratulate our friends that the brief period of their associated life has
beea so full of good results. The Report which has been read is a simple state-

ment of a great work which you have done and are now doing. No words which
we can give offer such encouragement as the deeds you have performed. Yet it is

a privilege we claim to give you our thanks ; to bring you our ^mpathy, and to

invoke for you the aid of the good folks at home.

I have heard some question made whether it were wise to recognize in these

charities any State Hues or claims. This is not a war by States, but a people in

defence of their common State. The life of the nation has been threatened and
is in peril, and the sons of the nation from all ii6 loj'al States have united for its

preservation. Our, fathers created this Government. They ordained its Consti-

tution, which their sous defend. In the ranks of each State, men born in other

States are enrolled. There is not one of them among whose soldiers are not to be
found the sous of Massachusetfs. Any charily like this, therefore, which listened

with cold ear and folded hands to the wants of the wounded and sick, under what-

soever skies they were born, would be partial and imperfect. But the fac;s which

I have learne'd, prove tome that no such criticism would be just, if applied to this

Association. When we know that more general associations, organized in the

East and the West, and sustained b}' the liberal contributions of good men from

all sections of the land, are engaged in Iriiis great work of relief and aid for

the soldiers of the Union, we are glad also to know that an Association is here

found co-pperating with them, but mindful especially that our own Massa-
chusetts brothers are sought out, comforted, and healed; and when skill and care

have been in vain to ^vc the life, it is a comfort to us to know that gentle hands

are ready to return to their bereaved homes the Massachusetts dead.

In this work, as in most work not personal and selfish, there should be division

of labor. There are those who give time, attention, personal oversight, and care,

and there are those who should contribute of their means. For money and



material aid are of the essence of this charity. This division comprises the few

who are here at work, away from Massachusetts, and the many who are there at

home. All Massachusetts men and women are possible co-workers in this cause.

One object, as I judge, of this meeting to-night, is to bring to the direct notice and

knowledge of our friends at home ttie efforts, the success, and the hopes of ihose

who are at work here. I have been able in the course of the past summer, to

turn into this channel the gifts of some who were seeking to do their part in

ministering to the relief of those who had fallen eick, or had been wounded in

battle. There are at my home, those who cannot see the way open to cootrih-ite

money to raise an army, whose hearts are witli us nevertheless, and who gladly

tender their means to relieve the wounded and the sick. I had occasion h st sum-

mer to enquire, in the course of my profession, into some of the lawful and re-

cognized uses of money among our "Friends" or "Quakers." In their "Discipline "

provision is contemplated for the relief of sick and wounded soldiers. And, I

found upon enqnii-y, that although in one country that clause had heretofore re-

ceived little practical attention, yet, that during this rebellion, means had been

set apart by many of the meetings, for the use and comfort of those who had been

wounded in battle, or sick in hospitals. They regard the direct cause, which is

the wound, or the disease, and not the remote cause, which is the war.

The high clajms of this Association to the help of those distant from the scene of

their labors and able to contribute money, or clothing, or hospital supplies, have

been well stated by those who have bpoken. I wish now 'a say one word upon an-

other want, and to call attention of our friends at home to another form of charity—

a

free library for the use of soldiers, established in this city, and which now num-
bers 2,200 volumes. It is for the benefit of soldiers from all States, though the

funds so far have been furnished by Massachusetts means, and was the happy
thought of a Massachusetts man. The library's flag is the contribution of Dor-

chester girls, and the fair librarian gives her services free.

In conclusion, sir, I would say : You have a right to call upon us for any aid

we can render to you, and I am sure that what you want will be freely and cheer-

fully supplied.

Hon. John B. Alley, in response to a call, said

:

,

That like most of those who had preceded him, he also came herewith no expec-

tation of speaking, but merely to listen to the reports and hear what others had

to say ; and with him, as with the distinguished Senator who first spoke, he exT

pected to meet, not this large assemblage, but a score or'two of people interested

in the particular objects of this Association. But he should be wanting in a just

appreciation of their kindness and of the importance of this organ zation if he

failed to respond a single word in commsndation and encouragemoflt of the efforts

of those connected with this Association. He was glad to be here, and he rejoiced

to see so many present taking such an interest iu the glorious objects for which

this society was formed It spoke well for the people of Massachusetts, for those

present were but ihe n^presentative and type of the sentiment and, feeling of those

who were at home. \Vhen at home it was his privilege, as it was his cheerful

pleasure, to do what he could to aid in recruiting and sending forward those who
were to swell the armies of the Republic; and he had pledged himself to render

whatever of effort, of service, or of means he could contribute to make them as

comfortable as circumstances would permit, and that pledge, whether at home or

abroad, should be redeemed.
He had watched the progress of this Association from its commencement with

great interest, and he cheerfully bore testimony to the faithfulne^rs, earnestness,

and ability with which the officers and those connected with it had discharged

the bentvolent trust committed to their care. He had Ifcrne this testimony at

home, and those high in authority there who had opportunity to observe the bene-

ficial tfforts of this Association, had spoKen to him in high praise of their efforts.

He had heard, as well as the gentleman who preceded him, some severity of

criticism upon this confining your aid so exclusively to the suffering from your

own State. Now it is impossible to feel for those at a dibtancewho are suftering,

whom you know only as belonging to the human race, as you feel for your
neighbors and friends; and if you want all to be taken care of without fail, let^

each State look after its OAvn and all will be sure to be provided for. This uni-

versal benevolence is well enough in theory, but practically it was better to look

after and take care of some in particular, for in this as in everything else, " what
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is ever5-boc1y'8 business is nobody's." He believed in taking care of our own first,

and tlien go abroad if there is anything further to f-pare.

He was glad to hear the allusion of his friend from New Bedford to a very meri-

torious class of citizens who were prevented by their religious piinciples from any
active aiil in promoting the war, yet were so full of benevolent, and might he not

Bay, patriotic feeling, as to contribute most largely for the relief of the sick and
the wounded soldiers. It became him to spesik of the Society of Friend.s, for he

was hims< If a semi-Quaker, and to bear his testimony in their behalf. In his own
city they hod contributed, freely and largely, in aid of the sick and wounded who
went forth to battle. They hncl rnised a fund of several thousand dollars, a por-

tion of which was now on deposit for these objects, and they had contributed quite

largely, Le w;is happy to say, in clothing and money to this Association

And now having spoken much longer than be ougbf. in conclusion he would

say, as he had said before, every thing of eflfort, of service, or of means that he
had to contribute should be most freely given to the object of this benevolent and
most praiseworthy Association.

H. B. Fernald, Esq., (by way of explanation) said: The object of the Associa-

tion was first to look after and take care of the men of our own State, whetht r ia

the regiments of Mnssachusetts or of other States ; and if, in so doing, our visi-

tors found men in want from other States having no Associations, we relieve their

necessities as far as in our power. Where they are from States having organiza-

tions for their assir^tance we communicate the facts to them, and this favor is re-

ciprocated.

To him this was one of the happiest meetings he had ever attended He bad
been associated with the mansigers of this organization during the period of its

exi^tence, four months ; he knew full well the cares and anxieties they had felt

during that time. While they were fully aware of the iraponance, and even ne-

cessity, ot enlarging the field of their operations, they frequently knew not at

nigtit whether the A-sociation could survive another day.

Full well did he rememV»er the feelings of the managers when on one eventful

evening th'-y mot to bury the btidy of the Association. We were in debt ; our

men were suffering for aid we could not give ; appeal after appeal had been seat

to old Massachusetts; the response had not come: to go forward was to involve

ourselves deeper in debt. It was sad to think of stopping and leaving our brave

men unsupplied, and their friends at home ignorant of their condition, and the

fruits of our labors all lost. But, wisely, they determined to trust to the Old
Bay State, and nail their flag to the mnst; that if go down they must, it should

be with our Aug flying to the last. Wisely they determined: for, while they

were deliberating, their trust was being redeemed, the funds for our relief were

on the way, and before we separated we received an earnest of the sympathy
oi Massachusetts, of which this meeting ia so full and glorious an assurance.

Miss RuMSET, being called upon, then favored the audience with singing the

"Rebel Flngs.-".

At this stags of the proceedings the President, Hon. Amasa Walker, observed

that he had not made any remarks'^n taking the chair, but he felt it would be

uncourteous to the Society if he allowed tiie nn^efing to close without returning

bis tliMiiks for the honor conferred upon him in being called upon to preside over

their deliberati ms. He felt a great interest in the objects of the S.iciety, situ-

ated bore in the very f;icus of our great nulitary movements, surrounded by sixty

hospitals, in which there are said to be 2-5, UOU sick and wounded siiMjer^; it was
evident that a vast field wan preseated fi)r humaue and philanthropic labors.

Massachusetts has senLher ^-ons into the field by tens of thous mds, and many of

them are languishing in the hospitals of tiiis metropolis and its neighbnrhood.

What a privilege as well as duty it is for us, sons and daughters of the Old Bay
State, to associate ourselves together for the purpose of alleviating thcsufferingB

of these, our sons and brothers and friends. Who in the future of his life will

not look back with the highest sitisfiction upon what he has b 'en permitted to

do in this nuble cause? Who will ever regret that he ha^ labored or sacrificed for

the comfort inul happiness of those brave men who have been called to suifer in

• the cause of their country ?

To those who, by their position and circumstances, are permitted to labor in

this great and good work, it will in the future of theif lives hi amongst their
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most cheri?bpd recollections. Let no one, especially let no young man or woman,
fail to take a part in it, and thus secure to themselves the high satisfaction of

feeling that they have done what they could to alleviate the sufferings and sorrows

of those who have been stricken down in the great struggle for national existence

and freedom.

He regarded this and other kindred Associations throughout the land, not only

as performing most valuable services at the present moment, but as demms-trating
the necessity of sueh institutions as a needful appendage to the "war system,

whenever war actually exists.

The Government of this country, he had no doubt, has taken as much pains to

provide for its soldiers as any other government ever did, and has succeeded as

well in providing for them as any other; yet still what lamentable defineocies

have existed; what an incalculable amount of really unnecessary suffering!

What an awful waste of human life

!

And why ? Because governmental agency is an unwieldy and clumsy machin-
ery, which never has, nnd probably never will, meet the wants of large bodies of

men. Functionaries are not necessarily philanthropists nor even pan lots. They
may be good and true men, or they may be reckless, selfish, and cruel, a- d when
the latter is the casp, hew much wretchedness is inflicted on thp poor soid er. A
bad Colonel may make a thousand men wre'ched ; an intemperate or incompetent
surgeon, and there may be such, may be tke cause of untold misery. The soldier

must be shielded from official neglect, crueiTy, and rapacity. Now, voluntary and
benevolent associations come in to meet these emergencies, and make up for all

those delinquencies, arising from whatever cause, which according to pie^ent and
all past experience are inseparable from war, and be felt confident that if this war
continues, or if wars should become frequent in this country, which miy God for-

bid, these institutions wilt come to be re^'arded as a necessary and indi-^pensable

appendage to all military oriiauizations. Why, if we had known at the out>et what
we now know, we should have organized societies at once to look out for the wants
of our soldiers, not only their sanitary wants, but all their necessities. It should

be the business of these voluntary agencies to inquire into every thing ajipertain-

ing to the outfit of the pr"vate soldier, to see that he is provided with go'd clothes,

a good overcoat, and a warm durable blanket. How many lives- and how much
health has boen sacrificed fur the want of good blankets! Now it shouLl bu the

special business of societies like this to see that these are furnished before the

soldier starts for active service, and if, as we are told is often t^e case, a regi-

ment has been supplied with miserable and insufficient articles, the matter should

be at once inquired into, and the fact ascertained who furni^hed the shimefully

defective afticie. Representations should, in every case, be made ut once to the

War Department, and if no redress can be obtained, then the contractor himself

should be traced out and charged with a crime, for a crime it is far more nggra-

vated and cruel than ordinary robbery and theft. And not only charged with it,

but publicly exposed through the pre-ss, so that every body may know who it is

that is fattening on the tears, and blood, and suffering of the dear fellows that are

called to fight the enemies of the Republic.
This is the way, and the only way in which a remedy can be obtained; the Only

way to8ure the terrible abuses that exi«t. There is no hope in official protection.

Sad experience shows that. The people must protect the soldier by associations

organiz'.d for the purpose, or he will never be protected.

Such being his deep convictions, he was of the firm opinion that this and other
kindred societies were but the germs of what must eventually become permanent
institutions, increasing in vnlue and importance with the lapse of years, and
continued so long as war is resorted to as a means of settling disputes between
nations.

He closed by congratulating the Society on what it had accomplished, and on
its prospective usefulness and success.

At the conclusion of his remarks the President called upon the Hon. Alexandek

H. Rice. Mr. Rice made an effective speech, in which he alluded to the scenes

witnessed in Boston on the Sunday after the last battle at Bull Run, in

August last, when, with characteristic benevo'ence, her citizens left their places of

worship, to pour forth their bounties, absolutely blockading one of the most public

streets with their donations for the relief of the suffering soldiers. He had had
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frequent occasion to write to this Associatioa for information. In every instanc*

his inquiries had been promptly answered, and in almost every instance the an-

swers were full and complete.

We have been unable to obtain a copy of his remarks.

Rev. John Pierpont, being called upon by the President, declined to come for-

ward upon the platform saying : " You scarce expect one of my age to speak in

public on the stage." He complimented those who had had the good fortune

to be born in Massachusetts, or been adopted among her children. His remarks

were replete with his usual wit, eloquence, and humanity.

Judge Russell, of Boston, being called upon, spoke stibstantially as follows: •

Mr. President: Having spent a day and a night in the cars, I only came here
to refresh myself with a sight of some honest Massachusetts faces, and I do not
know that anything can be added to what we have heard. But, I know some-
thing of the workings of this society and of its kindred associations. I know
something, and have come to learn more of the wants of our soldiers ; and you
all know how freely, how gladly, Massachusetts gives of her sympathies and her
substance, in response to the mingled call of patriotism and humanity.
Now, there may be some present, ydto are so unfortunate as not to have been

born, like most of us, in the Old Bay State. But, I assure them, ^hat when we
boast of our native commonwealth, at a fainily gathering, we mean no harm by it.

It is our way of preparing to act, and these gentlemen boast a little loudly only be-

cause they mean to subscribe largely ; and, I assare them, also, that we know well

that the stainless shield of Massachusetts would lose half its glory if it were not
joined with its kindred shields, aud protected by the one starry banner. But, it

is a matter of honest pride, that our good old State can fulfil all the duties of a
christian commonwealth, while, with one hand she upholds the glorious flag of

the-Union, in the front of every battle, with the other hand she folds to her bosoiu
the poor, the wounded, and the sick. She can send one of her sons to hold the

mouth of the Mississippi, with an iron grasp. Another goes forth, triumphing
at the outset in this, that he Jieeps the secret of his expedition, leaving it no
secret that the hearts, the hopes, the confidence of a whole people go with him

—

go with him, also, thou God of battles; shield him in the hour of peril, and croVn
his arms with victory ! Our '^fighting Joe Hooker," and a host of kindred heroes,

in the darkest hour of our country's danger, have, by their desperate valor, given

" Proof through the night
That our flag was still there."

And at the same time, and all the time, the sons and daughters of Massachusetts
have been found bending over the couch of the wounded soldier, be aring him from
the battle-field, and whispering words of consolation to the dying.

It is one of the blessings of this movement, that it gives women something to

do in their country's cause. There has been a good deal of discussion as to

woman's appropriate sphere; you, Mr. President, have held some shocking
heresies on that subject, but, there can be no doubt, that she is in her trA place
when she is working for the relief, or ministering to the necessities of a loyal
soldier. '

" Large charity can never soil,

But only whiten SDi't white hands."

And charity is more than twice blessed when it is mingled with patriotism. It is

one of the componsations even of civil wir, that it ennobles not only those that
fight, but those that work. Thousands of lives have been redeemed from folly .

and vanity by the terrible realities of this contest.

This home loyalty cannot fail to affect the efficiency of our armj\ Even the

infant hands, that scrape lint for the wounded, may nerve a soldier's arm with
new strength. The garments, which are consecrated by the tears and prayers of
faithful wumen, are more than mere garments—they warm the soldier s heart.

That busy Sunday in Boston, so unlike the usual, quiet Sabbath of New England,
was as grand as that first Sabbath, which our fathers spent in rest and worship,
before they had hewed down the first log for the first house. Work mid worship
is the creed of New England. In the liberality with which all people'join to

to support their country, I see an omen of success. Defeat cannot be destined
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for a people'so noble. I call to mind courage shown on a hundred battle-fields;

I remember the humanity which makes a million of homes busy with generous,
patriotic labor ; and I read in all this devotion a promise that we shall conquer.
And when the great day of triumph and of peace has fully come : when our
country stands forth, ennobled by trial, purified by adversity, with new heroism
displayed, a new nationality developed, made perfect through sufferings; when
our starry flag waves in unchallenged glory over every inch of our soil, and,
widely as it -waves, looks down upon no traitor, and no slave—then, not unto us,

not unto any of the sons of men, no, not to the chiefest of our generals ; but to

Him, who gave courage to our soldiers, and humanity to women, and loyalty to

all—yes, unto Thee, oti God of our fathers, shall be all the praise

!

The Hon. Mr. Gooch was next called upon, and responded in a brief but most

happy manner, announcing the interesting fact that on this very day one thousand

soldiers, sick and /wounded, had been transferred from the convalescent camp near

Alexandria to very comfortable quarters, and from his own knowledge he declared

that the Government would correct all existing abuses immediately upon receiving

information thereof. He complimented the Government upon its determination to

remedy every cause of complaint. *

The meeting was one of interest and success throughout, and adjourned at half-

past 10 o'clock.

The following note was received too late for reading at the meeting:

Eighth Stkeet, Monday Evening, 6 o'clock.

CommiUee of Massachusetts Soldiers Relief Association :

Gentlemen : I had intended till this moment to be with you to-night, but re-
turning from ''Camp Convalescent" at a late hour, I am admonished by my voice

that I must keep within doors for the remainder of the evening. I hasten, how-
ever, to acknowledge the receipt of your note of invitation, lest I may seem to

have forgotten what your Association has been doing. No one who has a heart
con live unmoved, within knowledge of what the soldier daily sufi'ers. )jfould to

God he sulfcred no more than is absolutely necessary. What would have been his
condition had not an army'of "good Samaritans," of both sexes, followed hhn in
his march, "binding up his wounds and pouring in oil and wine?"
The grateful ackt.owlfedgements that go up hourly from hospital and camp and

field attest tbe great and good work you are doing. God speed you in it. I wish
1 could be with you ; but instead, put my small contribution in the common fund,
and take my best wishes for the success, as well of this evening's gathering as of
every individual and associated eifort to alleviate the horrors begotten of this

wicked war. Yours truly, H. L. DAWES.
Washington, D. C, Dec. 8, 1862.

After the meeting adjourned, a subscription paper was circulated for the benefit

of the Association, and the sum of S;850 was collected,
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Goods Received by the Massachusetts Soldiers' Relief Association:

ABhland 1 barrel.

Boston 1 bundle and 6 boxes.

Herald & Transcript,.. 4 bundles.

Cambridge 1 barrel.

Centreville 1 box.

Charlestown 29 ''

Danvers 1 barrel.

Duckville 1 box.

Ellenburg Depot 2 bbls.

Feltonville 1 box.

Fitchburg 1 "

Frankliu 1 "
Gill 1

Gloucester, 1 trunk, 2 casks, &-3 "
Hadley 1 "
Haverhill 1 "
Ipswich 1 "
Lynn 1 bbl. & 25

Society of Friends 7 "
Leicester 1 "
Lowi'll 1 bundle.

Mavblehead 1 box,

Marlboro' 2 "
Mill River '. 2 "

bbla.

box.

bbl.

b03S.

Munson 2 boxes.
New Bedford 1 bbl. & 3 "

New Braintree 1 "

North Orange 1 "

North Westport 2

Portsmouth, N. H 1

Plainfield 1

Roxbury 153
Dearborn School 4

Salem 1

Saugiis 1

South Deerfield 5 "

South Egremont, 1 bai^el and 2 "

South Yarmouth 3 "

Spencer 1 "

Stoneham 1 "

Washington (Mrs. N. P. Banks) 1 bund.
Wcstfield 2 bbls. and 1 box.
West Chelmsford, 43 caues and 1 "

West Harwich 2 <«

West Springfield 2 bbls., and 1 "

Williamstown 1 "

Worcester 2 '*

Wrentham 1 "

It will be seen from the above statement that goods have been received from
45 towns. With these goods we have" aided sick and wounded men from 257 towns.

List of Cash Donations to Massachusetts Soldiers' Relief Association :

Sept. 1. Members of Association, am't of subscription $123 75
200 00
100 00
50 00
5 00

10 00
100 00
35 56
100 00
10 00
5 00

Oct.

Nov.

Jas. Arnold, of New Bedford.
3. Jarvis Slade, Philadelphia "
4. Hon. Peter M. Neal, Mayor, Lynn "
5. Unknown Friend . ..,^.

<'

6. J. B. Curwin, Salem "

7. Hon. P. Emory Aldrich, Worcester "
8. Ladies, Centreville, Mass., "
9. Glidden & Williams, Boston "

10. Wm. G. Greenleaf, Washington "
" Miss Lucy C. Dawes " "

12. A. C. Carter, Norton, Mass., 10 00
13. Francis Jacques, Framingham 50 00
14. Mi.ss Ella W. Fiske, Salem, Young Ladies' Fund 40 00
15. A Lady, Medford, Mass., 5 00
16. Patrick Riley, Boston, Mass., 10 00
17. Rev. Mr. Perkins 2 00
22. Hon. John G. Whittier, Amesbury 100 00
18. W. W. Churchill, Boston 20 00
" John S. Tyler, do 5 00
21. Arthur T. Lyman, do 10 00
6. Harris & Chapman, do 25 00
" Dr. L. B. Russell, do 50 00
" Jno. S. Fay, do 100 00
9. Dr. White, Charlestown 100 00
" Charles Brewer, Boston 50 00
" Martin Brimmer, do 100 00
" Unknown Friend, Norton, Mass., 5 00

16. Dnknown Friend 20 00
14. C. F. Hovey & Co., Boston , 250 00
l^^as. Arnold, New Be'clford 100 00

'^J. W. Merrill, Cambridge 10 00
Friend, Portsmouth 14 00
Subscription 1 00

$1,816 31
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Articles given out by the Massachusetts Soldiers' Relief Association :

Ale 10 bottles.

Brandy 279, "

Cherry Brandy 3 "

Blackberry Bounce 27 "

Bay Rum 13 "

Cherry Rum 5 "

Cordial 7 «'

Gin 9 "

Whiskey 1 bbl. and 171 "

Blackberry Wine 14
1

. 2

.116

. 4

. 9

. 1-5

. 83

.251

Champagne
Claret

Currant
Elderberry
Madeira
Native
Port
Sherry
Lemon Syrup 10 *'

Raspberry Vinegar 16 "

Porter 6 *'

Quinine Bitters 2 "

Balsam 2 "

Cologne 51 "

Essence of Life 18 "

Essence Peppermint 12 "

Hot Drops 11 "

Ink 7 "

Kennedy's Liniment 4 •'

Pain Killer 8 "

Rheum. Liniment, 2 "

Spirits Camphor 6 "

Ware's Lotion 4 "

Catsup 2 «

Tomatoes 1 "

Green Gage Plums S'.jars.

Jolly 486*

Honey 11

Pickled Onions 7

Raspberry .Jam 14
Strawberry Jam 6

Tamarinds 7

Arrow Root 29 papers,

Barley 14 "

Broma 29 "

Cocoa 1 can, and 30 *'

Cornstarch 86 "

Farina 93 "

Gelatine.. 17 "

Groats. 5 "

Maizena 7 "

Pepper 10 ".

Sago 5 "

Gum Drops 1 box.

Guava Jelly 10 "

Mustard 15 "

Russia Salve 18 "

Condensed Coflfee 8 cans.

Condensed Milk 29 "

Pickles 1 keg and 11 "

Dried Fruit ^ bbl. and 54 pack's.

Ginger 10 "

Hops 1 "
Sage...; 1 "

Butter 1 pound.
Cheese 15 "
Oatmeal 11 "
Rice 18 "
Soap 74 "
Sugar 33 «'

Tea 19 "
Tobacco 2 boxes.

Court Plaster 5 sheets.

Cigars 100
Crackers! 886^

Lemons 45
Nutmegs 2

Bandages 9 bbls. and 19 boxes.

Linen 2 "

Lint 4| bbls. and 7 "

Charcoal 1 keg.

Needles 15 papers.

Pins 12 "
Thread 11 spools.

Books 62
Bottles 18

Canes 17

Coats 85
Coffee Pot 1

Collars 6

Crutches 83
Cups 1

Drawers 785
Dressing Gowns 97
Envelopes..' 5,000
Fine Combs 10
Flannel Bandages 11'

Handkerchiefs 772
Hats and Caps 9

Mittens and Gloves 24
Neck Ties 47
Needle Book 1

Pantaloons 113
Paper (sheets) , 5,000
Penholders ;.. 10
Pens 41
Pillows 16
Pillow cases 306
Pin Cushions 18
Postage Stamps 59
Quilts 49
Sheets 599
Shirts

'.

2,299

Shoes 115
Slippers 426
Socks 1,268

Sore Rings '. 10
Suspenders 3

Towels .1,187

Vests 98
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